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Monday, 23 December 2019 

Public Statement: Interim Prohibition Order – Mr Ian Pile 

The Health and Community Services Complaints Commissioner (HCSCC) has issued an 
Interim Prohibition Order (IPO) against Mr Ian Pile. 

Mr Pile has offered health services in and around the Mount Gambier area. 

The IPO prohibits Mr Pile from: 

1) providing health services involving the provision or use of herbal medicine, herbs or
plant matter of any description.

2) offering, advertising or otherwise promoting health services involving the provision
or use of herbal medicine or herbs or plant matter of any description.

3) holding himself out or otherwise promoting himself as a provider of herbal medicine,
or natural remedies, or able to treat or cure cancer and other illnesses by any
means.

4) from providing advice in relation to the provision of health services using herbs or
herbal medicine.

HCSCC Associate Professor Grant Davies explained the IPO has been issued following 
the start of an investigation in late November. 

“On 27 November, my Office began an investigation into health services offered by Mr Pile 
following a complaint from the public,” Associate Professor Davies said. 

“Mr Pile provided herbs which may cause cyanide poisoning through their consumption. 

“Also, I have information that Mr Pile suggested that he is able to cure cancer. 

“Such representations do not accord with the prevailing views of medical experts in the 
treatment of cancer and are not founded in evidence.  

“I consider that very vulnerable members of the public may be persuaded by this, leading 
to the compromise or undermining of appropriately prescribed treatment by a registered 
health care professional. 

“Therefore, I considered it necessary to issue an IPO to protect the health and safety of 
the public while my investigation continues.” 

The IPO, which commenced on Friday, 20 December 2019, will have effect for a period of 
12 weeks. 

Any member of the public who has concerns is encouraged to speak with the HCSCC. 
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